Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 153 K; mean (C-C) = 0.006 Å; R factor = 0.040; wR factor = 0.117; data-to-parameter ratio = 19.2.
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Data collection
Bruker APEXII CCD area-detector diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Bruker, 2005) T min = 0.456, T max = 0.516 12237 measured reflections 2475 independent reflections 1643 reflections with I > 2(I) R int = 0.043 Refinement R[F 2 > 2(F 2 )] = 0.040 wR(F 2 ) = 0.117 S = 1.02 2475 reflections 129 parameters H-atom parameters constrained Á max = 0.89 e Å À3 Á min = À0.72 e Å À3 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2005); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2005); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 1997); software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 1999).
1,2-Bis(bromomethyl)-4,5-dimethoxybenzene F. Zhou
Comment Bis-bromomethylation of 1,2-dimethoxybenzene afforded the title compound(I), which was useful for the preparation of crown ether derivatives and isoindoline compounds (Diederich et al., 1993; Walpole et al., 1994; Dalence-Guzman et al., 2008) . It had been believed difficult to introduce hydroxyl groups directly to the 5-and 6-positions of isoindoline. With I as an intermediate, novel isoindoline derivatives could be easily prepared. The crystal structure of I is stabilized by intermolecular C-H···O hydrogen bonds.
Experimental
Thirty-three percent HBr in AcOH (31.0 ml) was added to a solution of 1,2-dimethoxybenzene (10 g, 0.0725 mmol) and paraformaldehyde (4.35 g, 0.145 mmol) in acetic acid (100 ml), while the temperature was kept at 283 K. After stirring at room temperature for 20 h, the mixture was heated to 338 K for 1 h. The mixture was concentrated. EtOAc was added to get a white precipitate. The precipitate was filtered and washed with EtOAc to afford the title compound (9.72 g, 41.4%) as a white solid. Colourless crystals were obtained by vapor diffusion of pentane into a dichloromethane solution over a period of 3 days. 1 H NMR (400 MHz, CDCl 3 , 295 K): 6.84 (2H, s), 4.63 (4H, s), 3.90 (6H, s).
Refinement
All H atoms were placed in calculated positions and refined as riding, with C-H = 0.96-0.98 Å, and U iso (H) = 1.2-1.5 U eq (C). Fig. 1 . The molecular structure with atom labels and 30% probability displacement ellipsoids for non-H atoms. 
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